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A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH <<

Joe walked iniand
or more and knelt
sand.

“Well, bless me, he's going to
ered this grim alternative. The threat | pray,” Lord Cranton muttered rever-
of placing him in irons was of Httlp!ently; removing his hideous plaid cap;
moment; hut the thought of not being! then his mouth began to open slowly
present on the New York dock when | till his chin was resting on his wet cra-
his man landed was dire calamity. vat. Joe Ruvert was digging a long

“All right,” he answered; “I'll prom-|and narrow hole, using his hainds in
ise you faithful to keep my fingers off | the method employed by dogs when!
the puppy’s neck till we gets to land.|they scratch for amusement for

n’ all 1 ask of you is jes' two things. | some hidden animal.
?‘:rs’, you got to make his lordlets “A most extraordinary
keep on the starbode side of this here! Briton murmured, then
boat, whilst I scuffle along on the pote i
The secon’ one is that you give me anj
equll chanst with him to bolt acrost |
vo' gangplank. If that all right?” |
Agreed,” sighed the captain, t|
without a smile, and cut the prisoner’s |
bonds, '

Thus the trouble, for a time, ‘
settled, the Englishman remaining on|
the Afric’s starboard side, while the/|

i

BY EDWARD PEPLE,
Author of “Prince Chap.”

for a do%Zen yards
on the soft white

“I place you in ifons for the balance
of the voyage and hold you until Lord
Cranton is on his way to Canada.”

The Kentuckian thoughtfully consid-

vor not to be measured lightly, since|
it is not given unto every man to per-
form a deed so clearly meritorious.

“Good morning!” he hailed, in a
cheery shout, when the boat lay just
beyond the line of brcakers. *“A dash-
ed fine,day, I call it. My grave was
simply ripping, and now, by George,
I'm rather keen on a bit of breakfast.
How d'yé# find yourself?”

To his vast surprise, however, he re-
ceived no answer. The boatman
swung his craft around with one vig- |
orous stroke, rested upon his oars, and
surveyed Lord Cranton with a look of |

The particular tronble began on the
English liner Afrie, and was s pers«;i.al
quesifon between a s»'%-made Kentuck-
fan and a highly polished Pritish no-
bleman.

Joe Pupert, the Ame rican, was a fine-
ly mrvscled specimer of manhood who
had learned to ride and shoot and fight
cn *he borders of western eiviiizetion,
but now had setiled cown to tao legiti-
ate trade of raising ‘seflesh in the
Blae Grass region of his native state
He had been to #¥ngland with a large
consignment of blooded stallions, and
was returning, happy and at peace with
all the world.

Lord Francis St. Agnew
Earl of Cranton, was a
gulshed looking persona
athletie, with a fashionably trimmed
mustache, and Van Dyke beard. His
eéyes were blue, his features regular. re-
fined, yet marred by a dash «f aristc-
cratic scorn of the common | erd.

The iritia! meeting berweea t
tuckian gnd ! Englishu
out Jruitiul Lerd Crauton
ing gracefu!ly against tle 12
fn the artics of a schonol
seemed to be (urning

“The: "¢ porpusses,” ;wile iy wvoiun-
teered the Kentuckian, who v us passing
ati the n oment, and cddrassed his lord-

ship in tkat free and easv ';l;!j‘\:'..‘\!':f‘ﬁ' that Joe could scarcely see the bowl
of ocean vcyagers., 1 em fre-|

~{of his corncob pipe. All day long the
quent when T f over, an’ if | wheeiman groped his cautious way,!
yeuw'll watch enougil, you'lll—’1 whije the passengers grew to loath
ITe yaused abruptly, for «h2 Enghali-| the leadsman’s droning ecry and the
man was treating him 2 % stoay stire| rymbling of the Afric warn-
of disdain unutterable The patrician | ing blasts. F away off somewhere |
nostrils extended wile: lipg| came another hoarse monition of the
Were cured, while irched eve-| deep, now near, now far, but from |
‘ MV not 1estricted ‘rystal mon- | what direction none -might say, and|
ocle waz raise to Its majestic heigat. ¢ thicker every instant.
¥or an irsant he looked tn= Amevican | was leaning against the
uver I1rom o 1« shrugged | waiching for a glimpse
and turned his ba *k Jelih : ate ocean wanderer, whe
Joe dushed and walked away. The in curiosity was more than |
sult, though unmistakable of | great white duck a
a ratur warrant wrin jingz en- | warship dived from out
dixnan’'s neck, mush he vea i * mist and buried its beak in the
to do sos True, the.fault was all his/| Afric big, fat flank The steamer
own in speaking to an utter stranger, | reeled beneath the shock, shuddered
yet, moralize he would, the noble-| and heeled f: over. while the .rail on
man’'s very presence the ship which Kentuckian leaned was peel-
sheep burr under a ;

saddle ed v as by some carving
galled Joe Rupert e knife adlong the sea.
Englishman's aggressive Jo his avoid
The long plaid g1
constant irritation, w the hideous
plain cap toe match was a thing which )
stirred him to the quick in his wrathful | tance of
soul. Also, the occasional glance of con-
tempt which Lord Cranton cast in his hand
direction would cause his thoughts f some eight feet
wander to the Colt's .45 which
to burn his pocket on his hip
the second
more fruit.

The weather had
Afric rolled in the
sea like a drunken
of the
dead ir
other tenth told
and said that the
gar] reclined in }
ing with the captain,
three burly when
ian He
toward oking room, a
have this. point i
the Afric not given an ur
pitch. J o S to
clutched wildly at the
support which unfortunat
pened to Lord C
andg, unfortunately
hair beneath; then
the rail and literally

The occurrence w
and the Kentuckian
gain his feet and
lordship rambled
¢hair and kicked h

Now to kick a
ican—especially when his back

is the ver: qu
indignity The Englishman had acted 1 "irst, that the st
without a moment’s thought, and it being trans
said that he instantly regreited having that t
thus demeaned Joe Rupert also irther and
acted guickly juicklv—not g0 | U ¢ i fe.” v Jove ]
much irn thought as in that peculiar in- | the two men si
stinet engendered b) vestern code unis« but without
raw wmorality. He achieved a fog thicker,
half-swrangled blasphemous roar; ' f night. At
.45 took the center of lispersing the
and the captain, who struck the glov
Iy at the weapon, lost a three years’ to
growth and a button from his handsome | <
cap, the bullet went zipping out to| ¢
Bea.

Iin an instant
gle of humanity
Joe occupying a metaphorieal
berth, while the ship's officials forme
a warm but unrestful coverlet. The o1
cool member of the company was milord |
Cranton, w lit his cigar with a :

wind-match and watched the proceed-| —Hi&:

ings with a heaven-born air uncon- | -ranton

ern. j,"\'“'f":‘ )

Following a period of intense activity, l"‘{‘:.'" n the
"'x» American was secured by numerous

they gave the Englishman a practical|an hour the American returned. He | The two men fou
| inspiration. | looked at the empty plate, nodded com- | forbears battled

“Eggs, by Jove!” he muttered joy-|placently and took a seat. iercely, savagely, ¢
ously, and began to scale the cliff. Al “Now,” said he, “as you've et yo' | vitally by raw, una
| good, stiff elimb it was, and one which;grub, we'lF talk.” His lordship waved | failing because of
added greatly to his appetite,gbut mi- | his perfecto gracefully, and Joe con-|germ of pluck.
lord was hopeful and would broakfustj tinued: *““The firs’ day I spoke to you, But the end
without the aid of the swinish bar- | civil an’ gent'manly, you treat me like | drew a long.
barian who sipped hot coffee on the|a nigger or a ki-yote. I let that p: his powers
| =ands below. He filled his hideous plaid , ‘cause 1 oughtn't to have undid Lord Cra
cap with gull's eggs, went scrambling | lip; but when you riz up an’ kicked 1 tried to
down the lumpy, breakneck path, and] you done a thing what makes a refused
began to gather driftwood. He had no|see red an’' forgit the law. You give quiver
pot or kettle in which to boil the “bally { me two bruises, mister, ons on m) shaki
things,” but a roasted. egg—uniess it|skin an’ one on a white man's support
{an' now I'm a goin’ to give 'em back.’
| “Wait,” said Lord Cranton, flushing
! to his ea®ds. *“‘Aren’t you a trifle rash?

For my thoughtless act in booting you
{ I wrote a full apologyy and am nov
prepared to apologi again-—profusely
Isn't that sufficient?”

“No,” snapped Joe, “it ain't
can do yo' apologizin' afterwa:
befo' you do it, 'mm a goin’ to” give
the durndes’ lickin' whdt you ever
sence me an’ you was born.”

A lump of anger rose in the Briton's
threat, but in spite of it a look of a-
miration ecrept into his eves.

“One moment,” he parleyed. “Do v
mean to say that it was your intention |
to thrash me from the first?” Joe nod-
ded. *“And you helped me up on tha:
bit of wreckage and saved my life in |
order to carry out your extraordina:
purpose?”’ Again Joe nodded., and t:
Briton's lips began to twitch i1
smile. “Will you tell me,” he asks
“why you did not polish me off whe
first we landed, or this morning hbefors
we breakfasted ?”

“Mister,” Joe answered, without ap-
parent understanding of the sitvation's
humor, “las’ night you was wel '
you wan't in no condition a
satisfackry fight, an’ this mornin’ we
both was hongry. I had my breckfu
and might of puriched you then, bu*
ain’t the man to take edvaniage of
feller critter an’ bloody his nose o
empty stummick.”

Cranton’s
increass d.

“By George, vou're
laughed, “and as for v
lick me, it's most
| tleman to Keep you
| and began to divest
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| American occupied the port, the latter / s ¢ U -
stamping up and down in restless ﬂ,‘ "‘\\\*’Tj’*,i; —
eagerness to land on freedom’'s shore &”’ ,é/?q'\ n\\\\i an
and likewise on thé# point of a certain
| aristocratic jaw. Then another ]
dent occurred.

On the third night out the storm in- |
creased in violence, driving the steamn-
far out of her usual course, and in |
the morning there fell fog dens:
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== all to clothing,
thou { is ve
here,” said, “y¢
ripping chevalier in your «
and it's only fair ¢n my
quaint you with a fact. At
I went in for boxing—sir
| then I've kept in ramning,
rather fit. Uniess vou are
i sional, you know. ant (¢
| trifle nasty.”
There was boasif
the tone. It ly a
| manly statement of the ca-
one 1o appreciate i
“Good!” he answoerel
interestin’ I'm glad
Lizzie-boy, ’'cause j
1 no in
The of the gam
i glive take—no
[ : ' ¢ il el ) | clinchin’. that ail right o
‘ 7 : e : , = 7 3 | "Oh, perfectly,” smiled the Ei
: ] \ { man, and on guard
"he beach was an ideal battlegrou
! smooth hard, with sufficient
between the waterline and the edg
softer sand Lord Cranton
ped and ready for the fray.
Cranton | it was the Kentuckian's turn to
could | \ he said, in a tone of
oy = ' \ | ent chivalry, “I reckon vou
and Iy ji'l"" out yo' single-barreled
but yvou better do it tha
| the pertick'ler places that I
Dick
“Thank
he 1t
think I'd
1 10€ Wer | Lrounce
Iul;i ,—,U,:, nobieman assumed the stiff, uiigraceful peose of an Engiish boxer, while his foe crouched low and cir- :
to the cled round and round in the manner of his people.
castaways of
i.n suddenly. A grave,
h whispereti ‘Cricky! 1
have known it
Earl was
this rest
fashioned, "¢ cially in
episode o Kentuckian's blue
still el type many
to seek for safaty by ignominious fligh
he held his ground and watched the | ing no
work with absorbing interest True, ! to my,
his teeth chattering somewhat, ! set his fine white teeth and ¢
but from the sea was «‘h.!lvf the
and Then milord |
Iytic jolt. Mr. |
finished the grave to|courteous ‘may I ask
ttisfaction, rolled into it (sell a portior youl
heap the soft, warm| * ’'Taint ETOW I
gs and body. | filled a
himself!” gasped the British | bottle
then his look of horror changed | his fire
into a smile, the smile into a grin, and | The
| the grin into a ca laugh. It |time wa
this | dawned

- : upon him practical | 4 siender,
hights of the lead-line, and was carried | Hi sing Loge l’{”l‘ ol two eret while ene- | American, in the simplest and most | spoke
bodily into the captain’s cabin as an un- - the pat iclan and plebe each | practical manner possible, had merely |
svmpathetic member of a peace confer- | ’L":"”"“,.x‘i‘\".“"“]“ on his respective end gone to bed. So, chuckling to himself,
ence. Lord Cranton was also invited r_u,"“ a Iloating timber, 'lr'.ft_m': to no-|Lord Cranton dug another hole and
ettend, but the captive's general style | Wiere In particular through the solemn |scooped the sand upon his partician
of criticism made the august presence | 118hL. ‘”“-‘ ““'f"‘i tor several hours, | person, in a sort of childish pleasure at |
guite impossible W “'_‘“ .“:"1'1*'1“.\ the !\c«mm-)fl.ms ear | the novelty,

The Earl. who was clearly in ”29; \)';ﬂ\ n'tl!xt’hY" by a 5"[”]"' which caused “Jolly! he
wrong, wrote a note of dignified ‘n\nl-t“l".‘ . "‘}h }.1~ ﬂhv:nl in H.v‘manm»r sand chased
ogy which the captain read aloud. Joe| "\“ "f,f' “‘}"7 "I"E as h*‘_»“'"fm* his game. |and ®&he icy
Rupert, calmer now, but still h»:'.mvl",,, ”.?(, ‘“-.‘;x sl but ‘,iflfll 2 tclothes. “By Jove, that mad vulgarian
hand and foot, dictated the following | -‘n.x“]{r rAl:.’: r‘.q,"'ill“‘r"‘;‘n‘:"‘:“‘""( more «1_1:\‘?1111'!', rather clever, after all.” pushed out the boat, sprang in and| Yet presently Joe Rupert finished eat- | amazement, Here was a man outclas
dignified repiy: : b anrf sn h \]-‘ .h“‘” : POUREINE 04 in the morning Lord Cranton - WAS | went seaward with a rusly yet the jour- | ing, lit a ecigar and reclined at eame; | ed at every point, yet possessed of

Sir—For pullin’ 6f yo' hair I'm n:agh!,\'.;dnd“,“ 1ave ut meaning— {a\-.-:(k(‘xx«-.‘l «Aurl_v by a bright sun shin- | ne¥ w all too brief. On the crest of | then, after a time, he once more get his | mortal grit and an animal sirens
sorry. I done it accidental. The kick| o ing in his face, b‘)' ”H'_ r“mr ) break- | g mighty comber the boat’s prow shot w'ff"-"”‘ to - | accept H_U'i!ﬂ" share of punish [ —
you give me (not bein’ by no means a | § ) . ers and the sound shrill, dls\"nzwt:m( into the air, he of the crystal eye “Well ~!;\.~'!}_1:!> eyes, if but not defeat, so long as breath WAS PE
ack of perlite sirsiety) was a insult ,“:n"”“ﬁ Brx‘l:‘-‘n echoed a faint yet cheer-|cries. He T‘('!l]l'lll.h_z‘}‘t"l sud(lt'm;\', and | performed a simii: maneuver, thus|to eat again!” ex the power of battle lingered _
the pride an' self-respeck of any livin !fUi_ J"”.‘; laughed. He sl'll}hf‘tl fr"»m his tempo- | sparing himse!f the effort of a morn- | furiously. “Oh, {m""’ T” conquer this man he
gentl'man, an’ as such I deman’ the| .\lmal_“_ffn,\' dnft»:-rl I-"m':n‘d a dry re-|rary grave and lnuu-!. himself upon a|ing bath. On the beach he tipped the | fernal boa co ao so quickly, mercilessly, and towa
chanst of satisfaction now an' immedi- | treat, vhile the roil of the waves island. Before him lay a curving | frolicsome boat, freed it of water and Joe, that end he squared himself
any way what suits yo'self, sir, creased till it mounted to an awful, | beach which ended abruptly at the|tpried his luck one wre. The result gressive action. His lead
“to rifles '\‘n'fxr:‘:vrntu roar. They swept past a|south, while northward it rose in a was the same previously. with the chest blow dealt with all his mus

Failing me in this, I swear kick | spine sharp, black rocks where the [rocky cliff where sea fowl| one exception of the landing. "This time | jand 'hi-" weight, but Joe withstond
vou twiced or more, befo’ the of | walers rushed, vr--n-ilwi. and flung |screamed and wheeled above their!the boat top of him, and when andA landed on his lordshin’'s ribs "
every man, lady an' chile on bode, jes’|themselves high, to fall in a spray |nests. To the east was the sea, with|milord araose he was forced to free his a viclous short-armed joit. The
as Soon Aas they gets well enough to of hln:d!_!‘g foam. At last the boom | huge green rollers beating upon the{mouth of a pabulum of weed and gritty <"‘i‘"§“ “_’:‘ll grew gray about the
come up on deck-an’ see me do it.|went spinning through the breakers, | shore, and haif a mile away on a spine | shells before he could even curse in any | Neat, he gasped, and
Your truly. JOSEPH RUPERT. |ams the two men .('lmng to the cordage | of reck lay the battered Afric, desert- | co: Joe's 1d, athletic shoul- stood on guard.

This challenge, after being read by desperaiely, choking, submerged, but{ed, half rlll)nw‘r;:-."i.' and keeling over | ders seen heave as they bent Then up and down the smooth
the lordly principal, was crumpled 3“"1"""”‘”‘-',5'" ”"‘”'. h’"‘{”h and life. Then, | upon her wounded side. And yet there|above the coffee but inasmuch as _ J ' _’!)f'“dch the contest raged, each sarn
tossed with a carel shrug into the|caught in the grip of a monster roller, | was life board. One man, half|he made no comment the En-} “Look here,” he spluttered, blushing |his work, each striving to batier
pnig they were .“'“'ﬂ with one last, tooth- |naked, was lowering a hamper into a|glishman was without excuse to push | in honest sl?amn. “this is :}m«-ummnnly his man, In spite of the strange

“What shall T tell him?” loosening bump on the bésom of a|boat, and soon he clambered down a|him into his fire and tamp upon him. handsome of you, and Pve insuited you mutual admiration which grew
walting messenger. sandy beach 1in—in thought. I owed you an apol- | every jab and uppercut. In
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No longer could science be employed. { “*“Well, wasn't it his deal? he said.™




